
NEW ZEALAND

New Zealand’s gardens are amongst the best anywhere on earth. Throw in a 
warm Kiwi welcome and Garden Marlborough, and we have the perfect excuse to 

visit this beautiful region of the south island.

1 - 9 NOVEMBER 2021

GARDEN MARLBOROUGH

This tour to Marlborough’s 

gardens is an antidote 

to a stressful life. These 

gardens are phenomenal 

and combined with a drop 

or two of local wine and 

a morsel of seasonal NZ 

cuisine, it’s sure to tick all 

the boxes.

Graham Ross
Founder of Ross Garden Tours



ITINERARY

DAY 1  MON 1 NOV
HOME TO CHRISTCHURCH

Check-in at Sydney International Airport 
for your flight to Christchurch. Meet 
Robin Powell, your Ross Tour Leader 
at the departure gate. Christchurch is 
known as New Zealand’s Garden City, 
a unique destination where thriving 
garden traditions merge with dynamic 
urban renewal. Check into your hotel, 
the Crowne Plaza for 2 nights. Celebrate 
together tonight at our Welcome dinner.

Crowne Plaza, Christchurch

DAY 2  TUE 2 NOV
AKAROA 

We’re heading to the historic French 
township of Akaroa. On the way, visit a 
garden offering a unique snapshot of the 
Banks Peninsula’s indigenous flora with 
outstanding views of the Pacific coastline. 
Then one of NZ’s most celebrated 
artistic gardens, where whimsical mosaic 
installations and sculptures will keep you 
smiling all afternoon! 

Crowne Plaza, Christchurch

DAY 3  WED 3 NOV
CHRISTCHURCH TO BLENHEIM 

Morning stroll through Christchurch’s 
gorgeous Botanic Gardens started over 
150 years ago with the planting of a single 
English Oak tree. Head north to Blenheim 
along the scenic Kaikoura coast road. 
Located in the heart of wine-growing 
Marlborough, Blenheim is one of NZ’s 
sunniest towns and a top destination for 
foodies and garden lovers alike! Check 

into your hotel, Chateau Marlborough for 
the next 5 nights.

Chateau Marlborough

DAY 4  THU 4 NOV
EAST COAST TOUR

Today we head to the Awatere Valley to 
see a selection of large gardens, diverse 
in climate but all framed by spectacular 
scenery, from the rolling Pacific to the 
rugged Kaikoura Ranges. Each visit 
begins with an introduction from the 
garden owner. Lunch at a superb coastal 
restaurant with breathtaking views. 

Chateau Marlborough

DAY 5  FRI 5 NOV
QUEEN CHARLOTTE SOUND 
Experience the rhythm of coastal life 
today as you cruise the coves and hidden 
bays of beautiful Queen Charlotte Sound. 
Later, explore the seaside town of Picton. 
Dine together tonight at an acclaimed 
restaurant showcasing local produce and 
regional flavours.

Chateau Marlborough

DAY 6  SAT 6 NOV
BLENHEIM GARDEN TOUR 

Touring Blenheim’s private town gardens 
provides inspiration aplenty this morning. 
Brimming with a profusion of luscious 
foliage and a myriad of spring flowers, 
these small spaces offer a plethora of 
design ideas! We head further afield 
crossing the Opaoa River to discover 
an intriguing selection of gardens and 
landscapes.

Chateau Marlborough

DAY 7  SUN 7 NOV
STIHL SHOP GARDEN FETE 

The Stihl Shop Garden Fete is a not-to-
be-missed festival event and the perfect 
place to find all sorts of garden treasures. 
Spend the morning soaking up the festive 
atmosphere - perhaps treat yourself 
to a Pimms in the Blenheim Club. An 
afternoon visit to one of Marlborough’s 
premier wineries.

Chateau Marlborough

DAY 8  MON 8 NOV
BLENHEIM TO CHRISTCHURCH

Today we travel back to Christchurch via 
a superb mountain route. Travel through 
the Southern Alps and over the Lewis 
Pass to Hanmer Springs where we stop 
for lunch. Continue through the upper 
reaches of the Canterbury Plains back 
to Christchurch. Check-in to the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel. Come together tonight for 
our farewell dinner.

Crowne Plaza, Christchurch

DAY 9  TUE 9 NOV
CHRISTCHURCH TO HOME

Morning visit to Frensham Gardens, one 
of the finest in Christchurch. With huge, 
impossibly green lawns, strong elements 
of design and a range of enviable plants 
grown to a state of lusciousness, it’s a 
garden you will never forget. Afternoon 
transfer to Christchurch International 
Airport for your homeward flight.

DETAILS

°   Tour escorted by Robin Powell

°   Air-conditioned motorcoach 

°   Deluxe accommodation - 9 nights

°   Breakfast daily, 3 Lunches & 5 Dinners

°   Entrance fees to all gardens and 
sightseeing including Fishermans 
Bay Garden, Christchurch Botanic 
Gardens, The Giants House - Linton 
Akaroa Mosaic Sculpture Garden, 
Festival Garden tours, Queen Charlotte 
Sound Delivery Cruise, Wither Hills 
Winery and Frensham Garden

PRICE

°   Twin Share land only $4,595 pp
°   Twin Share inc airfare $5,195 pp
°   Single Supplement $995

°   All prices in Australian dollars. Prices 
based on minimum 15 passengers.

DISCOUNTS

°   Earlybird $200 - Pay by 5/7/21
°   Previous Traveller $50
°   Garden Clinic Member $50

BOOK ONLINE  www.rosstours.com/marlborough

OR CONTACT ROSLYN OR MELISSA

travel@rosstours.com1300 233 200

TOUR LEADER    
ROBIN POWELL

Robin writes 
the Sydney 
Morning Herald 
Spectrum’s 
gardening 
column. An avid 
gardener; she 
brings together 
art, food and gardens on this exciting 
tour. 


